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Will building “GREEN “ pay $$$$ in the future? The following information was taken
from the Alabama Homebuilders Association web site and addresses concerns over
affordable ways of building GREEN in the future.

Congress Should Encourage Home Energy Efficiency With Tax Cuts And Incentives, NAHB
Says
Posted: April 28, 2009

The National Association of Home Builders called on Congress last week to ensure that
legislation intended to make homes more energy efficient focuses on measures that provide the
greatest environmental benefit without putting housing affordability at risk.

NAHB Construction, Codes and Standards Committee Chair Dwight “Sonny” Richardson, a home
builder in Tuscaloosa, Ala., made several recommendations to the House Subcommittee on
Energy and the Environment when he testified at a hearing on the American Clean Energy
Security Act.

First, legislation must be flexible and include not just the savings achieved from insulated doors,
windows and wall cavities, but also energy-efficient heating and air conditioning systems — or a
combination of insulation and appliance requirements depending on the home's location or
market preference. “Don't modify codes and standards so that they can't accommodate every
state's climate demands simultaneously or equally,” Richardson said.

Second, Congress should “extend, or make permanent” the tax credits passed earlier this year
that incentivize the purchase of energy-efficient windows, additional insulation and other
improvements in existing homes — where the greatest gains in energy efficiency are most likely
to be realized, he said.

The funding available to encourage homeowners to make these improvements should also be
available to homebuyers to help them pay for the additional costs associated with very efficient
new homes, Richardson added.

Finally, “Congress must embrace the broadest possible green building policy and provide
consideration for homes that comply with standards approved by the American National
Standards Institute (ANSI),” which federal law gives preference over private guidelines and rating
systems, he said.



As an example, Richardson pointed to the ICC-700 National Green Building Standard for
residential construction, remodeling, and land development. "ANSI recognition of the National
Green Building Standard is important because energy code targets by themselves cannot
accommodate the more robust sustainability framework of green building, which achieves greater
environmental performance as a whole over energy efficiency alone.”

And in all cases, Congress must acknowledge the need for housing affordability — not just to
make it less expensive for consumers to live in homes with these improvements, but also to avoid
pricing them out all together. “NAHB hopes that Congress will not impose policies that increase
costs for newer, more energy efficient homes in a manner that relegates lower and moderate-
income families to less-efficient older housing stock,” he concluded.

WOMEN’S COUNCIL UPDATE:
DRUM ROLL PLEASE................ AND THE WINNER IS........ Sheila Ford.
Sheila is the proud winner of the $250 winner of the gift certificate to Lowe’s.

The ticket was sold by Suzy Brown and this raffle generated a profit of $530 for
the Women’s Council.

STATUS OF CURRENT HOMEBUILDERS OFFICE

The current lease is about to expire on our downtown office and Gary and Sandra
are looking at possible options to help our association save money while also keeping in
mind our plans for our own building in the near future.

NEW MEMBER : Etowah Door & Dock L.L.C ( Nathan Summerhill )

Please join me and make these guys feel welcome



